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Department of Botany, University of the Witwatersrand 
Commemorative Issue 
This issut! or the South African Journal of Botany has been pub-
lisht!d to mark the 75111 anniversary of the University of tht.l Wit-
watt!rsrand and the 80111 anniversary of the Department of Botany. 
Thl! Department of Botany began in 19 17 as part of the South 
African Sc hool of Mines and Technology which was housed in 
the 'Tin Temple' in Plein Street, Johannesburg. The tirst profes-
sor was Charles Edward Moss, after whom the department's her· 
barium was named. The Charles Moss Herbarium came into 
being to house specimens from a collecting expedition to 'The 
Downs'. in the now Northern Province, undertaken by Professor 
Moss and the Reverend F.A. Rogers. In 192 1 the decision was 
taken to start a University on the Reef and the Department of Bot-
any became part of this new institution. The Old Biology Build-
ing. which houses part of the Department today, was the first 
building to be completed on the new Milner Park Campus of the 
University. 
From these early beginnings the Department of Botany has 
grown and developed into a department that has educated and pro-
duced students, many of whom mlw hold high office in the private 
sector and in tertiary and research institutions in South Africa and 
abroad. This issue or the South African Journal of Botany rdlects 
some of the research a~.:t i vities whi~.:h exist within the present 
department and will serve to comml!morate its proud history. It is 
my sincere hope that the Department of Botany wi ll continue to 
strive for exccllencl! in teaching and rl!search in the exciting years 
that lie ahead. 
I would like to dedicatt: this issue of the Journal to the fine men 
and women who have worked and studit!d in the Department of 
Botany over the past 80 years. At thl! same time, it would also be 
fitting to dedicate it to the present and future staff and students-
may their endevours to strivc for cxcdlencc he rcwarded in the 
years that lie ahead. We are indeed gmtdulto the Editor and Edi-
torial Board of the South African Journal of Botany for agreeing 
to publish this commemorative issul!. 
Richard N. Pienaar 
Professor and Head, Department of Botany 
